Kimberly Gibson

The city in Georgia that I chose to look into for cultural resource management is
Valdosta. They do have a joint comprehensive plan for cultural resource management within the
county and surrounding areas. They have done many surveys to try to decide if there are
locations that should be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. They do have a
Historic Preservation Commission which consists of individuals who reside within the city. You
must have some background within architecture, historic preservation, etc to be considered for
the commission (2022). Their goal is to “protect, preserve, and promote the City’s historic
resources”(2022). This means that this committee is devoted to the city’s cultural resources and
in charge when any change, demolition or restoration, takes place. They also aim to recommend
places for the national registry because they have lots of places that they believe deserve
recognition.

There is one place that is in Valdosta that is currently in danger in regards to cultural
resources. In my opinion, as our population continues to rapidly grow, I think a lot of our
resources may be in danger. It is in danger from just time, because as some of the older buildings
fall apart, the harder it is to get people on board to wants to spend money to restore them, The
building is Dasher High school, this was the third public school for African Americans back in
1928 and the only remaining school building from that era so it is unique in its standing. They
hope that they can restore it and make it safe for the public so that its legacy can continue to
serve the residents. Valdosta over the years has restored many historic sites for their historic
district. This includes but is not limited to the Roberts Building, the Barber-Pittman House, and

the Carnegie Library. This shows me that they clearly care a lot about the town's history. They



even have a tour that takes people through four national declared historic sites and 57 that they
named themselves (Preserve American Community).

If I were elected to the committee I do not think there is much that I would change. While
there can always be something that we are doing better, the process to get something declared on
the national registry is extremely hard. The most you can do at the city level is make sure that
you are recognizing the sites that are important to your community and fighting for their
preservation or restoration. They seem to do a pretty good job with hosting tours and everything.
I like the awareness that it brings to the history in the area, it makes people feel involved instead
of just having land sit there where no one is allowed to enjoy it. I think restoring older buildings
so they can then be used again to serve the public is a great idea because not only can the history
of a site be celebrated, but it can continue to have purpose in the new generation as well.

I would make sure all the residents had easy access to recycle, with stations around the
city to make sure that stuff does not end up in the land and the waterways. [ would make sure
everyone has a place in the city where they could go to express and live in their culture, whether
that be places of prayer or gathering halls. The real change with the legislation needs to come
from higher up than just the cities because so many loopholes were included in the original
papers to leave room for development that it puts these cities in an endless loop when they try to
preserve history or culture that is specific to them. The main thing that I think is important is that
I think kids should be taught about cultural resources before they reach a college level because 1

did not understand how important it was to preserve that kind of stuff until recently.
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