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o

Representative Drew Ferguson

3rd Congressional District of Georgia

1032 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

November 7, 2021
Dear Representative Ferguson,

H. R. 426 of the 117th Congress, known as the Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act
of 2021, and introduced by Representative W, Gregory Steube, is a bill designed to prevent
biological males from competing in sports designed for females. This bill was never enacted, but
I believe it needs to be revisited.

If this bill is enacted, it will amend Section 901 of the Education Amendments of 1972 by
adding a clause to make it illegal for the operator of a federally funded athletic activity to allow a
male to participate in an athletic activity meant for females. This bill defines “sex” as being
“recognized based solely on a person's reproductive biology and genetics at birth.” Until
recently, males participating in female sports was unheard of, but unfortunately, it is now an
increasingly popular trend. Being forced to compete against athletes with such an enormous
physical advantage is very harmful to women.

The website boysvswomen.com compares the results of male high school athletes and female
Olympians, from the 2016 High School Boys NBNO Finalists and 2016 Olympic Women's
Finalists, respectively, and the differences are drastic. Thirteen track and field events, including
the 200 meter sprint, high jump, and the 4x400 meter relay, were compared, and in seven of the
13 events, every high school male performed better than every female Olympian. In shot put, the
boys had heavier shots than the women, yet they held the top four spots. In the 400 meter
hurdles, every boy did better than the women, even though they had higher hurdles to clear.
When the high school boy results were compared with the Olympic womens’ results, the boys
got 12 gold medals, 11 silver medals, and 11 bronze medals. The women got one gold, two
silver, and two bronze medals.

Some argue that biological males competing against females is okay if the male has taken
hormones for a certain amount of time, however, hormones do not change the physical aspects of
the male body that differ from those of the female body. The National Center for Biotechnology




Information has an article on the physical differences between male and female runners. It states
that women have less knee flexion (bending of a joint) than males do, which leads to lower
hamstring activation compared to males. Because hamstrings are essential in running, being used
less leads to slower running.

One of the many girls affected by having to compete against males is Chelsea Mitchell. She
was a high school track runner who wrote a USA Today article highlighting her experience of
having to, on multiple occasions, compete against biological males who identified as females.
She explained how she has lost countless titles to male runners, including four women’s state
championship titles and two all-New England awards. She was also bumped to third place in the
55-meter dash in 2019, behind two male runners, and has lost numerous other spots on the
podium to male runners.

Sadly, the Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act of 2021 has not moved anywhere
since being introduced in the House Committee on Education and Labor. Two of your fellow
Georgia representatives serve on the Committee on Education and Labor. I urge you to convene
with these two representatives, Rick W. Allen and Lucy McBath, and convince them of the
importance of H.R. 426. This bill is at the mercy of their committee.

This bill must be passed in order to protect women and girls in sports. Being forced to
compete against males not only puts females at a disadvantage, but it ruins the experience of the
sport. An athlete in this situation may leave the sport, and no longer get the physical benefits of
the exercise. Also, competing with males may ruin athletic careers, in that, when a college coach
looks at a female high school athlete, like Chelsea Mitchell, they will see lower places on the
podium than what the athlete actually earned, in reference to just the other female athletes.
Enacting this bill is essential to preserving the dignity of all female athletes.

Appreciatively, Claire A. Schaefer




