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The Supremes
1. For each of the current Supreme Court Justices, provide the following info: Name, year
appointed, and which president appointed them.

Name Year Appointed Appointed by who?
Clarence Thomas 1991 George H. W. Bush-R
John G. Roberts Jr. 2005 George W. Bush-R
Samuel A. Alito Jr. 2006 George W. Bush-R
Sonia Sotomayor 2009 Barack Obama-D
Elena Kagan 2010 Barack Obama-D
Neil M. Gorsuch 2017 Donald Trump-R
Brett M. Kavanaugh 2018 Donald Trump-R
Amy Coney Barrett 2020 Donald Trump-R
Ketanji Brown Jackson 2022 Joe Biden-D

Of all the current Supreme Court justices, Clarence Thomas has served the longest. He
was appointed in 1991 by George H. W. Bush (R). Next is John G. Roberts Jr., appointed in 2005
by George W. Bush (R). George W. Bush also appointed Samuel A. Alito Jr. in 2006. In 2009,
Barack Obama (D) appointed Sonia Sotomayor, and appointed Elena Kagan the following year.
Neil M. Gorsuch was appointed in 2017 by Donald Trump (R). Trump also appointed Brett M.
Kavanaugh in 2018 and Amy Coney Barrett in 2020. Finally, Joe Biden (D) appointed Ketanji

Brown Jackson in June of this year.

2. Who was the first minority justice to serve on the US Supreme Court? (name, ear
appointed, President, number of years served)



Thurgood Marshall was the first minority justice to serve on the United States Supreme Court,
as a black man. He was appointed by Lyndon B. Johnson in 1967, and served for 24 years until

1991.

3. What s the “jurisdiction” of the US Supreme Court?
The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction over any case where the United States is a party,
two or more states are parties, citizens of different states are parties, or a state and citizens of
another are parties. The Court also had original jurisdiction over cases involving public
ministers, such as ambassadors. The Court has appellate jurisdiction over most cases that

involve federal or Constitutional law. Crimes, except for impeachment, are always by jury.

4. What is the name of the “Writ” that attorneys file in order to request that The Supremes
hear their particular case?

If an attorney wants the Supreme Court to hear a certain case, he/she must request the Court to

grant a writ of certiorari, which orders the lower court to send the files of the case up for review,

where the justices decide if they will accept the case.
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