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Trying to decide on an exact age for something to be a crime is very hard for me. I think that punishment should be decided based on the crime committed. I believe that juveniles should have their cases studied and investigated more than adults. Now, that may sound wrong or unfair but as adults most of us are of sound mind and are choosing to make the bad decisions. 

If we take a step back and look at the Gina Grant case, I think that there was a lot of missing information. Was there a proper psych evaluation given after the murder? Did anyone ever really find out if her mother was physically abusing her? The list of questions can go on and on with this case. But at the end of the day, she was a minor and deserved to be heard. Her past haunted her even after she did her time. The anonymous letter sent to Harvard should have been investigated and charges should have given to the person who sent it. They leaked sealed information. 

“Sociologists use the term deviance to refer to conduct that is contrary to the norms of conduct or social expectations of the group.” (Pg.14, 2023 Gebo & Boyes-Watson) If we call people deviant for big and small mistakes then that labels them as a criminal or a bad person. Which is not always true. The impact societies thoughts have on someone’s life is crazy.

“In all Australian jurisdictions the statutory minimum age of criminal responsibility is now 10 years. Between the ages of 10 and 14 years, a further rebuttable presumption (known in common law as doli incapax) operates to deem a child between the ages of 10 and 14 incapable of committing a criminal act. From 14 to either 17 or 18 years, young offenders may be held fully responsible for their criminal acts but are subject to a different range of criminal sanctions than adults committing the same offenses.” (2000, Urbas Gregor, Age of Criminal Responsibility) 
I believe that at ages 12-14 the person knows what they are doing when they commit a crime. I will not give an exact age on when I think that a person should receive criminal charges. For me, it depends on the crime, the mental status of the person and the circumstances leading up to the crime. 




