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ALLEGORY OF SIMULATION- INFORMATION

Allegory of Simulation
Lorenzo Lippi (1606-1685)

Period: Europe Modern Period

Date: Around 1640

Dimensions: 73 x 89 cm

Medium: Oil on canvas

Institution Holding the Work: Angers, Museum of Fine Arts

Former Livois collection, Goury legacy, 1886

Lippi, Lorenzo. Allegory of Simulation. 17th century, oil on canvas, Angers, 
Museum of Fine Arts
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ALLEGORY OF SIMULATION- ELEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES OF ART

Elements & Principles

Composition: The subject is centrally placed, directing the viewer’s attention 
immediately.

Color: Strong contrast between light and dark (Chiaroscuro) adds depth and 
drama.

Texture & Detail: Fine brushwork enhances facial expression, clothing, and 
background elements.

Movement: The subject’s posture suggests engagement and contemplation.

Symbolism: Various elements such as hand gestures and gaze indicate deeper 
meanings related to illusion and deception.

Lippi, Lorenzo. Allegory of Simulation. 17th century, oil on canvas, Angers, 
Museum of Fine Arts
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ALLEGORY OF SIMULATION- SYMBOLISM

Illusion & Falsehood – Masks are often used to 
hide one’s true identity, suggesting deception, 
pretense, or a hidden truth.

The mask may imply that what we see is not 
always reality—an idea related to simulation 
and illusion.

Pomegranates often symbolize abundance, 
fertility, and the cycle of life.

The pomegranate might represent hidden truth 
or knowledge that lies beneath the illusion. It 
suggests that even within deception, there is 
something real or meaningful.
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ALLEGORY OF SIMULATION- SYMBOLISM

The combination of the mask and the pomegranate could be Lippi’s way of showing 
the tension between deception and truth—we often see only the “mask” people 
wear, but deeper truths (symbolized by the pomegranate) might be hidden 
beneath the surface. 

It could also hint at the idea that truth and illusion are intertwined, making it 
difficult to distinguish one from the other.
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ALLEGORY OF SIMULATION- COLOR
Background 

Subject Outline 

Subject Color 

Object Color

Lippi employs chiaroscuro, a Baroque technique that 
uses strong contrasts between light and dark to 
create a sense of depth.

The face and hands are illuminated, drawing 
attention to the subject’s expression and gestures.

The background is dark, which makes the subject 
stand out while adding mystery.
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ALLEGORY OF SIMULATION- CONCLUSION

Conclusion 

•Allegory of Simulation is a powerful example of Baroque artistry, blending 
composition, symbolism, and emotion.

•The painting challenges viewers to consider the nature of deception, 
perception, and reality.

•Even today, its themes remain relevant, urging us to question what we see and 
believe.

Lippi, Lorenzo. Allegory of Simulation. 17th century, oil on canvas, Angers, 
Museum of Fine Arts
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